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CORONAVIRUS 


Ohio moves into ‘new 
phase of this crisis’ 


Central Michigan takes on Toledo at Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse on Wednesday in a Mid-American Conference Women’s 
Tournament quarterfinal. Due to coronavirus concerns, the public was not allowed in, except for media, game and team 
personnel, and student-athlete families. (More on the MAC tourney in Sports.) Marvin Fong, The Plain Dealer 


Laura Hancock [hancock@cleveland.com 


A 53-year-old man from Stark County 
has tested positive for coronavirus — Ohio’s 
fourth case, Gov. Mike DeWine announced 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“This is the first case of community 
spread,” he said. 

That means the man did not travel to a 
country where there is a coronavirus epi- 
demic — in this situation, the Stark County 
man didn’t have a history of travel outside 
the U.S. — and he didn’t have known contact 
with someone with COVID-19. 

“This means as of today we’ve moved into 
anew phase of this crisis,” he said. 

Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. 
Amy Acton, a licensed preventive medicine 
physician, said that once there are two cases 
of community spread, it can be assumed that 
1% of the population is infected. 

Acton said the onset of the man’s illness 
was Feb. 25. 

“Presently the patient is hospitalized, 
under appropriate care at Mercy Medical 
Center” in Canton, she said. 

The patient had extensive contact with 


several people, and public health officials are 
tracking them down. 

In addition to the four confirmed cases, as 
of Wednesday afternoon, there were 24 peo- 
ple currently being tested and 21 people who 
have tested negative for the disease. 

“We're going to see more cases,” Acton 
said. 

Ohio’s first three confirmed coronavi- 
rus cases were announced Monday after- 
noon. All three are from suburban Cuyahoga 
County. 

The three patients are still in isolation at 
their homes, Acton said. 


NURSING HOMES 

Acton is issuing an order Wednesday 
afternoon limiting nursing home residents 
to one visitor a day. 

“We’re also ordering that nursing homes 
set up a log,” DeWine said, “if they don’t 
already have one: who’s in, who’s out.” 

That includes staff and vendors. 
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Number of people who have 
tested positive in Ohio for 
COVID-19 


5] 


Number of positive cases 
from suburban Cuyahoga 
County 


24 


People who are currently 
being tested for the virus 


Trump suspends travel 


between U.S., Europe. A4 


NBA suspends play; NCAA 
tourneys to be fanless. B1 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade canceled over 
coronavirus fears 


Officials said their priority is to 
prevent the illness from spreading 


Robert Higgs bhiggs@cleveland.com 


Cleveland’s traditional St. Patrick’s Day Parade has 
been canceled over concerns about the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

The event, which draws thousands of Irish and Irish-for- 
the-day into downtown Cleveland, was scheduled for St. 
Patrick’s Day, March 17, the same day as the primary elec- 
tion. As late as Tuesday the parade committee planned to 
hold the event as scheduled. 

But the committee posted notice Wednesday that it was 
calling off the parade as a precautionary measure. 

“Regretfully, the Cleveland St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
scheduled on Tuesday, March 17th has been canceled. The 
United Irish Societies, in collaboration with city officials 
and public health officials have made this decision as a pre- 
cautionary measure in the best interest of and for the pub- 
lic health and safety of our community. Our priority is to 
help prevent new cases.” 

Linda M. Carney, executive director of the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee of the United Irish Societies of 
Greater Cleveland, did not respond to calls for comment. 

At a news conference Wednesday afternoon, Mayor 
Frank Jackson confirmed that the parade organizers 
made their decision after consulting with the city. The 
Cleveland International Film Festival also announced it 
would cancel. 

Jackson urged organizers of large events in Cleveland 
to consider whether to cancel in light of the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

The state confirmed Ohio’s first three cases of coronavi- 
rus Tuesday, all in Cuyahoga County. 

At ajoint news conference Tuesday involving Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County leaders, health officials said they 
were tracking other people, too, who had had contact with 
the three patients. 

Jackson said then, though, that the situation could 
change, depending on recommendations by health and 
safety officials. 

Gov. Mike DeWine and state health experts on Tuesday 
urged canceling in-person college classes, banning specta- 
tors from large gatherings such as sporting events and con- 
certs, and temporarily keeping away visitors to Ohio pris- 
ons, among other measures. 

“Were now at a critical time here in Ohio in regard to 
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ELECTION 2020 ANALYSIS 


Bernie Sanders setting up Ohio as his last stand 


Seth A. Richardson srichardson@cleveland.com 


Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders announced 
Wednesday he was staying in the presiden- 
tial race after a drubbing in Tuesday night’s 
Michigan primary, a sign that doesn’t bode 
well for his chances next week in Ohio. 

His decision sets up Ohio’s March 17 pri- 
mary asa key battleground with former Vice 
President Joe Biden for the Democratic nom- 
ination. Sanders said while he is losing the 
delegate race and “electability” discussion, 
opinion polling has shown that Americans 
tend to agree with his more liberal policies 
like universal health care and combating 
income inequality. 
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“Donald Trump must be defeated and I 
will do everything in my power to make sure 
that happens,” Sanders said Wednesday in 
Burlington, Vermont. “On Sunday night, 
in the first one-on-one debate of this cam- 
paign, the American people will have the 
opportunity to see which candidate is best 
positioned to accomplish that goal.” 

The Michigan primary results were espe- 
cially bad news for Sanders’ campaign mov- 
ing forward. After a surprise victory for 
Sanders in 2016, Biden continued a string 
of dominating wins in key states by taking 
more than 50% of the vote and a majority of 
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Michigan’s delegates. 


Those results, combined with some demo- 


Deaths, A9 


graphics from exit polling, show an uphill 
climb for Sanders in Ohio, with its more con- 
servative, older Democratic voters and large 
black population. Both of those demographic 
categories have heavily backed Biden. 
“While Joe Biden continues to do very 
well with older Americans, especially those 
people over 65, our campaign continues to 
win the vast majority of the votes of younger 
people,” Sanders said. “I am talking about 
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. 
Bernie Sanders walks away from the podium 
after delivering a campaign update at the 
Hotel Vermont Wednesday in Burlington, 
Vermont. Scott Eisen, Getty Images 
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